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Welcome to St Matthew! 
If you have any prayer requests and wish them to be included in today's prayers, please write 
them on a pink prayer request slip found in the pew racks and hand them to the usher as 

he collects the offering plates. Please join us after the worship service in the fellowship hall for 
coffee, juice, and snacks. We hope you worship with us again soon! 

Our Mission is to be the living evidence of the mercies of Christ 

John 13:34-35 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

LCMS 

Participation in Holy Communion 
With respect to the gravity of the benefits received with the bread and wine, and to your 

spiritual health (1 Cor 11:27-29) we invite to the Lord's Table those who make this 

confession: 

 

❖ I acknowledge that I am a sinner, and desire Christ's forgiveness. 

❖  believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and death. 

❖ I believe that the Risen Christ is truly present in the Sacrament - in, with, and under 

the bread and wine that I receive for the forgiveness of my sins. (Matthew 26:26-28) 

❖ I do intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins. 

❖ I resolve to dedicate myself to the service of my Lord in His Body, the Church, by 

regular worship, sacrificial giving and thankful living. 

  

Visitors  who wish to commune at St Matthew are asked to speak with the pastor before 

doing so. Each pre-packaged communion cup has one wafer and non-alcoholic juice. 

Tear off the first layer of cellophane for the wafer and then the foil for the juice. On your 

way back to your seat place your used cup in the basket by the first pew.  

 If you do not wish to participate in Communion, we invite you to spend the time 

in silent meditation or prayer. You may be interested in meditating on Psalm 6, 23, 32, 

46, 51, or 90 which can be found in the either the Bibles or the Hymnals in the pew racks 

in front of you. 
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As We Gather 

 

912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone 

1 

Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build; 

With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled. 

On His great love Our hopes we place 

    Of present grace And joys above. 
 

2 

Here may we gain from heav’n The grace which we implore, 

And may that grace, once giv’n, Be with us evermore 

Until that day When all the blest 

    To endless rest Are called away. 
 

D 3 

Oh, then, with hymns of praise  These hallowed courts shall ring; 

Our voices we will raise  The Three in One to sing 

And thus proclaim In joyful song, 

    Both loud and long, That glorious name. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution Is 55:11–12; Ps 32:5; 124:8; Matt 13:23; Rom 8:16 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P In the today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God.” Let us therefore go to our 

gracious heavenly Father, confessing our sins. 
  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall not return 

to Me empty; it shall accomplish . . . and shall succeed.” 
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C But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed. Forgive us, heavenly Father. 
  

P Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.” 

C But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us, free us, and 

lead us in paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father. 
  

P In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word and 

understands it . . . bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we believe and 

understand that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, succeeded in destroying 

death and rising victorious for us. For His sake, God forgives us and uses us 

to bear fruit for Him. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. May the Word planted inside you produce a great harvest for 

our gracious Lord. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 

  

584 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing 

1 

Faith and truth and life bestowing, Open now the Scriptures, Lord, 

Seed to life eternal sowing, Scattered on the wind abroad. 

Let not hearts, Your Word receiving, Like a barren field be found, 

Choked with thorns and unbelieving, Shallow earth or stony ground. 
 

2 

May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing Bring to life the hidden grain, 

Daily in our hearts increasing, Bearing fruit that shall remain. 

So in Scripture, song, and story, Savior, may Your voice be heard. 

Till our eyes behold Your glory  Give us ears to hear Your Word. 

 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  Almighty God send Your Word into our hearts to ignite a faith 

and hope that clings to You alone regardless of the chances and changes of 

this life. Use us as Your sowers, to cast that same life-giving Word into this 
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world and the hearts of those around us. through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed 

in the thing for which I sent it. 12“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in 

peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing,  and all 

the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for 

the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

  

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit 

of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 

into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 

“Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 

him. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

  

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

D 1  

raise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    Amen. 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 

crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 

birds came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 

not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 

soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what 

has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20As for what 

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and 

when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls 

away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 

but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it 

proves unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears 

the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.    C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

Nicene Creed  

   I believe (Rom 10:8-10; 1 John 4:15; Heb 11:6)  

in one God, (Deut 6:4, I Cor 8:4-6; John 10:30; Eph 4:4-6; Matt. 28:19)  

the Father Almighty, (Mt 6:9; Ex 6:2-3; Rev 1:8, 4:8)  

Maker of heaven and earth, (Gen 1:1; Ex 20:11; Ps 33:6-7)  

and of all things visible and invisible (Col 1:15-16).  

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, (John 10:30; Rom 10:9; Col 2:6; Acts 10:36; Rev 22:20; Matt. 28:19)  

the only-begotten Son of God, (Mt 14:33; 16:16; John 3:16; 1 John 4:15)  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, (John 1:2; 1:18; 3:16; 1 John 4:9)  
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God of God, Light of Light, (Ps 27:1; John 8:12, 12:35-36; 1 John 1:5-7; Mt 17:2, 5)  

Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, (John 5:18, 8:58, 17:1-5)  

being of one substance with the Father, (John 10:30)  

by Whom all things were made; (John 1:3 [Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26; Ps 33:6]; Heb 1:1-2; Col 1:16)  

Who for us men and for our salvation (Mt 1:21; I Tim 2:3-6; 1 John 1:8-10, 4:9; Is 53:11)  

came down from heaven (John 3:31; 6:33-35; Is 12:2)  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, (Luke 1:35, Mt 1:16; Is 7:14)  

and was made man; (John 1:14)  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate(Mt 27:22-26; I Cor 15:3-5; Gal 6:14; Is 53:4-6).  

He suffered and was buried (Mt 27:50-60 [Is 53:9]; Mk 8:31; Luke 23:53).  

And the third day  

   He rose again according to the Scriptures; (Mt 28:5; Luke 24:1-12; Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 15:3-5)  

and ascended into heaven, (Acts 1:9-11; Luke 24:51)  

and sits at the right hand of the Father. (Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55-56)  

And He shall come again with glory (Mt 24:27, 25:31; Acts 1:11; Rev 22:20)  

to judge both the living and the dead; (Acts 10:42 [4:12]; 2 Tim 4:1 [Rom 1:16-17, 3:21-26, Gal 2:21]  

whose kingdom shall have no end (Luke 1:33 [I Cor 15:57]).  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  (Gen 1:2; John 14:26; 1 Tim 1:14; Eph 1:13-14; Matt. 28:19)  

the Lord and Giver of Life,  (Rom 8:2-4; 2 Cor 2:6)  

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  (John 15:26; Rom 8:9-11)  

Who with the Father and the Son  

together is worshiped and glorified, (Mt 3:16-17; Eph 4:4-6)  

Who spoke by the Prophets. (2 Pet 1:21; 2 Tim 3:16; Ezek 11:5)  

And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. (Eph 2:19-22, 5:26-27; I Pet 2:9)  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Mk 16:16;1 Pet 3:21; Acts 2:38; Titus 3:4-7 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead  (John 11:23-27; Rom 6:5; I Cor 15:12-58)  

and the life of the world to come  (Mt 25:34; Mk 10:29-30; John 11:25-26; Rev 21:1-7).  

Amen (Ps 106:48; Rev 22:20). 

 

908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear 

1 

Lord, open now my heart to hear, And through Your Word to me draw near; 

Let me Your Word e’er pure retain; Let me Your child and heir remain. 
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2 

Your Word inspires my heart within; Your Word grants healing from my sin; 

Your Word has pow’r to guide and bless; Your Word brings peace and happiness. 
 

D 3 

To God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit, Three in One, 

Shall glory, praise, and honor be Now and throughout eternity. 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P We use today’s psalm as we pray for the Church around the world and all 

people in their various circumstance. David writes, “O You who hears prayer, 

to You shall all flesh come.” Let us pray for those near and dear to us, 

[especially . . .], who call to God in their distress. 

C Heavenly Father, visit, relieve, restore, and console them in Your mercy, 

and use us to help meet their needs. 

  

P David writes, “When iniquities prevail against me, You atone for our 

transgressions.” Let us pray for all who are wrongly accused or imprisoned 

by corrupt court systems. 

C Lord of the nations, give them justice, clear their names, and free them; 

move governments to make reforms where they are needed. 

  

P And let us pray for those who have acted rashly, destroyed relationships, or 

run afoul of civil laws. 

C Lord Jesus, provide them opportunities and faithful counselors that they 

hear of Your mercy, repent, and repair their broken lives. 

  

P David writes, “We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, the 

holiness of Your temple.” Let us pray for the Church here and around the 

world. 

C O Holy Spirit, bless, protect, and guide Your people as they proclaim the 

Gospel, and invite one and all to the joys of Your mercy, forgiveness, and 

love. 
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P David writes, “By awesome deeds You answer us with righteousness.” Let us 

pray for all who make, administer, and adjudicate their nation’s laws and seek 

peace across borders, and for all who serve their communities and nations by 

putting themselves in harm’s way. 

C Lord Jesus, raise up good and righteous people in positions of power, 

and give protection and courage to those having to make sudden 

decisions. 

  

P David writes, “You visit the earth and water it; You greatly enrich it.” Let us 

pray for all who tend the soil, transport crops, and distribute food where it is 

needed. 

C Gracious God, send rain and sun to farms, protection to pilots and 

drivers, and guidance for those who manage markets; through their 

efforts grant that all the hungry be fed. 

  

P David writes, “You crown the year with Your bounty.” Let us pray for those 

who are unemployed or underemployed, those who lack adequate clothing or 

shelter, and all burdened with financial debt. 

C O Holy Spirit, open doors of opportunity so that they may provide for 

themselves and their families, rejoicing in all Your good gifts. 

  

P Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend ourselves and all for whom 

we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

Offertory:                                                                                                               
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Preface & Proper Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by 

His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:4; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear 

our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 

accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood 

on the cross.  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 

forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 

faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which 

has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
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Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 

the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name,    

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Peace of the Lord  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Lamb of God  John 1:29 
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+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

595 O Blessed Spring 

1 

O blessèd spring, where Word and sign Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 

    Here Christ enjoins each one to be A branch of this life-giving Tree. 
 

2 

Through summer heat of youthful years, Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 

    Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain, The boughs will shout for joy again. 
 

3 

When autumn cools and youth is cold, When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 

    Then through us, warm, the Christ will move With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
 

4 

As winter comes, as winters must, We breathe our last, return to dust; 

    Still held in Christ, our souls take wing And trust the promise of the spring. 
 

5 

Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree, Be praised for this blest mystery: 

    That Word and water thus revive And join us to Your Tree of Life. 

 

629 What Is This Bread 

1 

What is this bread? Christ’s body risen from the dead: 

    This bread we break, This life we take, 

Was crushed to pay for our release. O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 
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2 

What is this wine? The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 

    The cup of grace Brings His embrace 

Of life and love until I sing! O taste and see—the Lord is King. 
 

3 

So who am I, That I should live and He should die 

    Under the rod?  My God, my God, 

Why have You not forsaken me? O taste and see—the Lord is free. 
 

4 

Yet is God here? Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 

    In mouth and soul  He makes us whole— 

Christ, truly present in this meal. O taste and see—the Lord is real. 
 

5 

Is this for me? I am forgiven and set free! 

    I do believe That I receive 

His very body and His blood. O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

 

Post- Communion Blessing 

 

Post-Communion Canticle       LSB 199 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, 

C and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 

another; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

1 

On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone 

    To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 
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2 

To Thee our wants are known, 

    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

    And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3 

O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

    When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
Text: Public domain 

 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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COVID-19 Response update 
Below is a detailed description of all the ongoing safety measures that have been put in place in 

accordance with Governor Inslee’s recommendations and the CDC guidelines. 

·         The Livestreaming of the worship service will continue indefinitely. 

·         Masks Are required inside the building.  

- All members are STRONGLY encouraged to self-evaluate their medical condition before 

attending, self-screening for fever, cough, sore throat, fatigue, and/or difficulty breathing. IF 

YOU ARE ILL STAY HOME. 

·         Hand sanitizer stations have been made abundantly available inside and outside the 

Sanctuary. 

·         CDC informational signs have been posted at each entrance and Hand washing signs have 

been placed inside the bathrooms. 

·         Because of the size of our facility we are limited to permitting 50 members to attend each 

service. 

·         Because of having to limit the number of those in attendance, we have made two services 

available on Sunday Morning, 8am and 10am. (We hit capacity this last Sunday at 10am so 

please consider coming at the 8am.) 

·         The pews have been roped off to ensure the social distancing recommendations. 

·         The offering collection is no longer part of the service. In lieu of “passing the plate” a basket 

is placed on the table in the entrance of the church at the conclusion of the service for you to 

drop your offering into as you leave. 

·         The ushers are using face coverings and ensuring that people make their way to their pews 

prior to service and ushering attendees out after service to ensure that “bottle necking” does 

not occur. 

·         The entrances to the building have been restricted to the Lincoln Street doors to limit the 

number of “High Touch Points.” 

·         The Lincoln Street entrances are propped open prior to service to remove the need for 

attendees to touch the door handles. 

·         Worship folders are pre-placed in the pews prior to service to limit contamination. 

·         All worship folders are removed and replaced with fresh service folders between each service. 

·         Communion is served using sanitary pre-packaged elements that the communicant opens after 

distribution to prevent communal spread. After distribution, the member takes their used 

disposable communion cup and places it in the basket at then end of the first pew to be 

thrown away. 

·         Pastor uses sanitizer prior to distribution and uses face coverings during distribution. 

·         Marking tape has been placed on ground at the communion rail to indicate where 

communicates are to stand to maintain social distancing, as well as directional arrows for 

dismissal so that members are not crowding each other as they return to their seats. 

·         In-between the services the pews and pew backs, as well as high touch points and handrails 

are sanitized, with the facility undergoing deep cleaning throughout the week. 

·         Attendees are welcome to wear face coverings for the protection of those around them. 

·         All in-person Bible studies as well as fellowship hour have been temporarily postponed. 


