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Welcome To St Matthew! 

God's Mission Is Our Mission... And God's Mission is Urgent! 
 
 

Early one morning 

Along time ago. 

Some faithful women 

To Jesus' tomb did go 

Empty they found it! 

Risen was He- for you and for me 
 -Annapolis, MD 

 
Participation in Holy Communion 

With respect to the gravity of the benefits received with the bread and wine, and to 
your spiritual health (1 Cor 11:27-29) we invite to the Lord's Table those who 
make this confession: 
† I acknowledge that I am a sinner, and desire Christ's forgiveness. 

† I believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and 

death. 

† I believe that the Risen Christ is truly present in the Sacrament - in, with, and 

under the bread and wine that I receive for the forgiveness of my sins. 

(Matthew 26:26-28) 

† I do intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins. 

† I resolve to dedicate myself to the service of my Lord in His Body, the Church, 

by regular worship, sacrificial giving and thankful living. 

 
Non-Lutherans who wish to commune at St Matthew are asked to speak with the 
pastor before doing so. Non-alcoholic wine is the light colored wine offered in the 
center portion of the individual cup trays. 
 If you do not wish to participate in Communion, we invite you to spend the 
time in silent meditation or prayer. You may be interested in meditating on Psalm 
6, 23, 32, 46, 51, or 90 which can be found in the front of the Hymnals. 



3 

 

 

Celebrating Children in Worship 
 

To the parents of our young children, may we suggest… 

•  Relax! God put the wiggle in children. Don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house. 

• Sit toward the front where it’s easier to see and hear. 

• Quietly explain the parts of the worship service. 

• Sing the songs, pray, and speak the responses. Children learn worship by copying 

you. 

• If you need to leave the worship service with your child, please feel free to do so... but 

please come back! For your convince there is a “Cry Room” that looks into the 

sanctuary and is piped with audio for you to use. The entrance is in the entryway of 

the church. 

  

To all who worship with us today . . . 
• Remember, the way we welcome children in church directly affects the way they 

respond to church and to God. Let them know they are at home in this worship 

gathering. 
 

• A smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents with small, active children. 
 

• If you see that a family could use some assistance, graciously offer your help. 

 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14 
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Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:6–10 

P If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, 

C we lie and do not practice the truth. 
  

P But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, 

C and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

P If we say we have not sinned, 

C we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve eternal 

condemnation. In Your mercy, You sent Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who won for us forgiveness of sins and everlasting salvation. Grant us 

a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be raised up by Your life-giving 

absolution. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we be ever watchful and live true 

and godly lives in Your service; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

Silence for reflection. 
  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
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we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 
  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

+ WORD + 

 

464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

Refrain 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

1 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; Now is the victor’s triumph won; 

Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia! 
 

2 

The pow’rs of death have done their worst, But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. Alleluia! 
 

3 

The three sad days have quickly sped, He rises glorious from the dead. 

All glory to our risen Head! Alleluia! 
 

4 

He broke the age-bound chains of hell; The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. Alleluia! 
 

5 

Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. Alleluia! Refrain 
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Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that 

Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

First Reading Acts 4:32–35 

 32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had 

everything in common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands 

or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 John 1:1—2:2 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, 

concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 

and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 

was made manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also 

to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is 

with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so 

that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him 

while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in 

the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 

of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
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to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we 

have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But 

if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

sins of the whole world. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked 

where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so 

I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 

forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 

said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger 

into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

470 O Sons and Daughters of the King 

1 

O sons and daughters of the King, Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave has lost its sting! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4 

That night the_apostles met in fear; Among them came their master dear 

And said, “My peace be with you here.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

5 

When Thomas first the tidings heard That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6 

“My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

7 

No longer Thomas then denied; He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

8 

How blest are they who have not seen And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Sermon 

 

+ CONFIRMATION + 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

You have been baptized and catechized in the Christian faith according to our 
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Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also 

confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before 

men, I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your 

hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give answer to what I 

now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge 

the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 
  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 

Word of God? 

R I do. 
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P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from 

the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to 

be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper 

faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and 

deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to 

suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have 

received the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been 

absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive 

His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 

the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your 

great goodness in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge 

of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart 

to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, 

bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to 

the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the 

crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Merciful Father, at Your bidding we come to You in prayer, trusting in Your 

mercy to supply us with all that is needful and beneficial to us and for all for 

whom our prayers have been requested. Silence the doubts that plague us and 

deliver us from fear, that believing in You we may know the full comfort of 

Your gracious presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication. 
  

P Deliver us from pride and humble us by Your Spirit so that, confessing all 

our sins, we know the peace of a clear conscience and serve You with all our 

heart, mind, body, and soul. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication. 

  

P Make Your Church bold in the confession of Your name before the world and 

give Your blessing to all pastors and church workers as they accomplish Your 

bidding in their service to us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication. 
  

P Give comfort, healing, patience, and strength to the sick, to those suffering a 

troubled mind, and to those carrying the heavy burden of grief, that they may 

know Your presence in their hour of need, [especially . . .]. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication. 
 

P Remembering blessed Thomas and all the disciples, the saints and the 

martyrs, and those who taught us the faith and now rest from their labors, 

bring us with them through the day of trouble into the dawn of peace and the 

place of everlasting life and light through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication. 
  

P Grant to us that we may worthily receive this blessed Sacrament of Your 

Son’s body and blood and may confidently trust that You will both hear and 
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answer the prayers of Your people and supply us with all good things 

according to Your merciful favor; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Offertory:                                                                                               Psalm 51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface & Proper Preface  

P  The Lord be with you. 

C  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

C  We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most 

especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 
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resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world.  By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting 

life.  Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the 

witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:4; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Words of Our Lord 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord, we are bold to pray, 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
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Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Lamb of God  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

801 How Great Thou Art  LSB 801 

1 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, 
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 Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, Thy pow’r throughout the universe 

displayed;   

 

Refrain 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, How great Thou art! How great 

Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, How great Thou art! How great 

Thou art! 

 

2 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

 And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze;  Refrain. 

 

3 

But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, Sent Him to die, I scarce can take 

it in— 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

    He bled and died to take away my sin;  Refrain. 

 

4 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

 And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” 

 

763 When Peace, like a River 

1 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 

    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 
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Refrain 

It is well (It is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul), 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 

3 

He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 

    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 

4 

And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

1 

I know that my Redeemer lives; What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, He lives, who once was dead; He lives, my ever-living head. 

 

2 

He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 

 

3 

He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above; 

He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 



17 

 

4 

He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye; 

He lives to comfort me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 

5 

He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 

He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 

He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 

8 

He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 

Post- Communion Blessing 

 

Post-Communion Canticle       LSB 199 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, heavenly Father, by Your tender love toward us 

sinners, You have given us Your only Son, that believing in Him, we may 

have everlasting life. By Your Holy Spirit, give to us Your comfort in trouble 

and guard us against all doubt, that we remain steadfast in the faith and come, 

at last, to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
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411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

1 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

Refrain 

In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
 

Postlude 

At St. Matthew our vision is to be a family... 
Embracing the community through the faithful witness of the truth found in 

Scripture and the forgiveness only found in Christ. 
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Pray for how the Lord might be directing you to serve in His Church! 
                

Our Discipleship Statement: 
A disciple is a child of God who, in response to God's love and gift of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, is active in proclaiming the Word of God to the world. 
 

As an active disciple here at St Matthew, you freely... 
† Attend worship regularly 
† Partake in Holy Communion 
† Commit to personal and corporate Bible Study 
† Dedicate yourself to a fervent prayer life 
† Live a life of responsible stewardship by the unselfish giving of your time, 

talents, and financial resources. 
† Witness to the love and teachings of Jesus Christ in word and deed. 
 


