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Welcome to St Matthew! 
If you have any prayer requests and wish them to be included in today's prayers, please write 
them on a pink prayer request slip found in the pew racks and hand them to the any 

time prior to the Sermon.  
 

 
With the Darkness of Lent we experience ... 

                

The Darkening of the Sanctuary 
Starting after Ash Wednesday with the hanging of drapes and 
house hold crosses we begin our journey into the cross with 
Christ. Each week the Sanctuary will be growing darker, 
beginning from the front of the Altar area then gradually moving 
toward the entrance... as if we are descending into the tomb of 
Christ.  This season of Lent we will be traveling through the 
Lenten Season by visiting the Places of the Passion. At each stop we will look at 
the importance of each location as our Lord suffered in our stead and won us 
forgiveness and reconciled us to Himself through His own precious blood.  
  

 

Participation in Holy Communion 
With respect to the gravity of the benefits received with the bread and wine, and to your 

spiritual health (1 Cor 11:27-29) we invite to the Lord's Table those who make this 

confession: 

 

❖ I acknowledge that I am a sinner, and desire Christ's forgiveness. 

❖  believe that Jesus Christ is my only Lord and Savior from sin, Satan and death. 

❖ I believe that the Risen Christ is truly present in the Sacrament - in, with, and 

under the bread and wine that I receive for the forgiveness of my sins. (Matthew 

26:26-28) 

❖ I do intend, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to turn from my sins. 

❖ I resolve to dedicate myself to the service of my Lord in His Body, the Church, by 

regular worship, sacrificial giving and thankful living. 

  

Visitors  who wish to commune at St Matthew are asked to speak with the pastor before 

doing so. Non-alcoholic wine is the light colored wine offered in the center portion of the 

individual cup trays. 
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543 What Wondrous Love Is This 

1 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this  That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 

2 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

    When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 
 

3 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

    To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I AM, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 

4 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

    And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 

Invocation/ Confession and Absolution 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham, 

C but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our forgetfulness of 

Your unchanging grace. 
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P David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,” 

C but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy and love. O 

Lord, forgive our hesitancy to share the news of Your gracious presence. 
  

P Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are justified by His 

blood, 

C but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our blindness to 

the necessary sacrifice of our Savior. 
  

P God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us from the wrath 

of God. “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 

death of His Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 

by His life.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

Introit Psalm 115:11–13; antiphon: Psalm 25:6 

P Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 

He is their help and their shield. 

C The LORD has remembered us; He will bless us; 

He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron; 
  

P He will bless those who fear the LORD, both the small and the great. 

C We will bless the LORD from this time forth and forevermore. 

Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 

 

Kyrie 

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For the peace we have with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For peace among the families of the nations and in coming generations, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who rejoice here for our access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P By Your purposeful suffering, rejection, death, and resurrection—help, save, 

comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. 

C By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to 

the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; 
  

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 

 1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said 

to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I may make 

my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram 

fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you 

shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called 

Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a 

multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you 

into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant 
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between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for 

an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 

 15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will 

give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of 

peoples shall come from her.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Romans 5:1–11 

 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 

hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

one would dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 

his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, 

we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord.     C Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse Mark 8:34b 

P If anyone would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 8:27–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 27And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And 

on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they told 

him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 
29And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 

are the Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 

 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and 

be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and 

after three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter 

and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things 

of God, but on the things of man.” 

 34And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If anyone 

would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 

world and forfeit his life? 37For what can a man give in return for his life? 38For 

whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the 

glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  

   I believe (Rom 10:8-10; 1 John 4:15; Heb 11:6)  

in one God, (Deut 6:4, I Cor 8:4-6; John 10:30; Eph 4:4-6; Matt. 28:19)  

the Father Almighty, (Mt 6:9; Ex 6:2-3; Rev 1:8, 4:8)  

Maker of heaven and earth, (Gen 1:1; Ex 20:11; Ps 33:6-7)  

and of all things visible and invisible (Col 1:15-16).  

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, (John 10:30; Rom 10:9; Col 2:6; Acts 10:36; Rev 22:20; Matt. 28:19)  

the only-begotten Son of God, (Mt 14:33; 16:16; John 3:16; 1 John 4:15)  

begotten of His Father before all worlds, (John 1:2; 1:18; 3:16; 1 John 4:9)  

God of God, Light of Light, (Ps 27:1; John 8:12, 12:35-36; 1 John 1:5-7; Mt 17:2, 5)  

Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made, (John 5:18, 8:58, 17:1-5)  

being of one substance with the Father, (John 10:30)  

by Whom all things were made; (John 1:3 [Gen 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26; Ps 33:6]; Heb 1:1-2; Col 1:16)  

Who for us men and for our salvation (Mt 1:21; I Tim 2:3-6; 1 John 1:8-10, 4:9; Is 53:11)  
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came down from heaven (John 3:31; 6:33-35; Is 12:2)  

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, (Luke 1:35, Mt 1:16; Is 7:14)  

and was made man; (John 1:14)  

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate(Mt 27:22-26; I Cor 15:3-5; Gal 6:14; Is 53:4-6).  

He suffered and was buried (Mt 27:50-60 [Is 53:9]; Mk 8:31; Luke 23:53).  

And the third day  

   He rose again according to the Scriptures; (Mt 28:5; Luke 24:1-12; Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 15:3-5)  

and ascended into heaven, (Acts 1:9-11; Luke 24:51)  

and sits at the right hand of the Father. (Mk 16:19; Acts 7:55-56)  

And He shall come again with glory (Mt 24:27, 25:31; Acts 1:11; Rev 22:20)  

to judge both the living and the dead; (Acts 10:42 [4:12]; 2 Tim 4:1 [Rom 1:16-17, 3:21-26, Gal 2:21]  

whose kingdom shall have no end (Luke 1:33 [I Cor 15:57]).  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,  (Gen 1:2; John 14:26; 1 Tim 1:14; Eph 1:13-14; Matt. 28:19)  

the Lord and Giver of Life,  (Rom 8:2-4; 2 Cor 2:6)  

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  (John 15:26; Rom 8:9-11)  

Who with the Father and the Son  

together is worshiped and glorified, (Mt 3:16-17; Eph 4:4-6)  

Who spoke by the Prophets. (2 Pet 1:21; 2 Tim 3:16; Ezek 11:5)  

And I believe in one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. (Eph 2:19-22, 5:26-27; I Pet 2:9)  

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, Mk 16:16;1 Pet 3:21; Acts 2:38; Titus 3:4-7 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead  (John 11:23-27; Rom 6:5; I Cor 15:12-58)  

and the life of the world to come  (Mt 25:34; Mk 10:29-30; John 11:25-26; Rev 21:1-7).  

Amen (Ps 106:48; Rev 22:20). 

 

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

1 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2 

Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 
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3 

Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 

4 

While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee. 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the Church here and around the world and for all people in 

their various circumstances. For the Church around the world, all people who 

join Peter in professing that Jesus is the Christ, that they trust God’s purpose 

for their lives, take up their crosses, and follow, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all who spend their lives serving the physical, mental, social, and 

emotional needs of the people around them, that God bless and guide them 

according to His gracious purpose, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For professional counselors and private confidants who alleviate suffering, 

enable endurance, support character, and encourage hope, that they serve as 

conduits for God’s purposes in the lives of their patients, family, and friends, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who lead the governments of the world, that they find purpose in 

their positions, using every means to increase harvests, combat global health 

crises, minimize conflict between nations, and ensure equal justice for all 

their citizens, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For those near and dear to us, [especially . . .], that God bring about the 

healing, comfort, freedom, and dignity for which they send requests to our 

gracious Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly Father, 

grant to us for the sake of the bitter sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 

 

Offertory:                                                                                               Psalm 51 

 

 

 

 

 

+ SACRAMENT + 

Preface & Proper Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His 

life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared 

joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy Isaiah 6:4; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on us 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. We rejoice to receive the salvation He won for us by the sacrifice of 

His body and blood. Forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and 

Spirit; gather us with all the faithful from the ends of the earth for the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Words of Our Lord 

 

Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy 

cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for 

the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Peace of the Lord  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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Lamb of God  John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

1 

My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I That for my sake My Lord should take 

Frail flesh and die? 
 

2 

He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, My friend indeed, 

    Who at my need His life did spend! 
 

3 

Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, And for His death They thirst and cry. 
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4 

Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 

    Themselves displease And ’gainst Him rise. 
 

5 

They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes From thence might free. 
 

6 

In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb  But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say?  Heav’n was His home But mine the tomb Wherein He lay. 
 

7 

Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days Could gladly spend! 

 

725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

1 

Children of the heav’nly Father Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 

2 

 God His own doth tend and nourish; In His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; In His mighty arms He bears them. 
 

3 

Neither life nor death shall ever From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, And their sorrows all He knoweth. 
 

4 

Though He giveth or He taketh, God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely To preserve them pure and holy. 
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763 When Peace, like a River 

1 

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, It is well, it is well with my soul.  
 

Refrain 

It is well (It is well) with my soul, (with my soul), 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

2 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

    Let this blest assurance control, 

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

    And hath shed His own blood for my soul.  
 

3 

He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 

 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  
 

4 

And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 

The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

 Even so it is well with my soul.  

 

Post- Communion Blessing 

 

Post-Communion Canticle       LSB 199 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving 

P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

C and His mercy endures forever. 
  

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 

1 

Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2 

Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

3 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever,  Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
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